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The Wilhelm Reich Story

Early twentieth century. A large, agricultural estate at the
farthest outpost of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, close to the
Russian border. Precocious Willy Reich and his younger brother,
Robert, enjoy a sheltered, isolated life as the beloved sons of a
prosperous, domineering farmer and his beautiful, tender wife.
Though Jewish, Reich®"s class-conscious father forbids his sons
from playing with the Ukrainian-speaking peasant children or the
Yiddish-speaking Jewish children of the people he supervises.
Since language indicates status, the Reichs speak German. Lonely,
Willy turns his attention to biology. Ever curious in natural
science -especially in sexual matters- Willy leads his brother
into the barn where they observe animals mating. Fascinated,
Willy thinks it"s wonderful; Robert feels disgusted. With equal
curiosity, Willy spies on his mother copulating with his tutor
throughout the course of their affair. Tormented over love for
his mother and fear of his stern father ,Willy informs his father
of the affair. Using Willy as his witness, the jealous father
confronts the mother with adultery. Ashamed and unable to
tolerate the constant physical and emotional abuse from her
unforgiving husband, Willy"s mother commits suicide by taking
poison. Wracked with grief and loneliness, Willy"s Tfather
deliberately contracts pneumonia by fishing while standing in a
pond in cold weather. His self-induced i1llness worsens into
tuberculosis, and Willy"s father dies, forcing sixteen year-old
Willy to drop out of the Gymnasium to manage the estate. The
insurance company declares the father®s death a suicide and denies
benefits to the boys, contributing to their economic hardship.
The guilt-ridden young Willy assumes a heavy burden of
responsibility for killing off both his parents. In an attempt to
atone for his betrayal, Willy resolves to understand how life
works, to get to the truth about life itself.
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Wrld War One breaks out. There is fighting back and forth
bet ween the Austrian soldiers and the Russians. Wth the estate
about to be overrun by Cossack soldiers, WIly and his brother are
forced to flee for their lives. Cossacks on the hillsides shoot
at their speeding horse-drawn carriage as they nake their escape.
WIlly settles Robert in the hone of relatives, and, though he has
not yet conpleted his secondary school studies, he volunteers for
the Austrian arny. After sone training, he is made a corporal in
charge of a platoon of sixty men, nost of whomare nmuch ol der than
he. Attracted at first to the romance and glory of war, WIlly
eventually cones to see it as an inhuman machine in service to a
sensel ess purpose. After serving for four years at the front, the
last as a lieutenant in charge of a battalion, he requests a
furlough to continue his studies.

At the war’s end, the collapse of the Austrian enpire creates
| egal chaos. His native |and annexed by Ronmania, all of WIly's
| ands and possessions are unrecoverable. Now twenty-one and
concerned only with nmaterial survival, a pragmatic WI hel m Rei ch
enrolls as a | aw student at the University in Vienna, because it’s
the quickest way to make a good |iving. He soon realizes that
it’s not for him though, so he switches to nedicine.

Penniless, WIIly and his brother Robert share an unheated
room with another nedical student, often eating at the hone of
their hard-hearted and mserly uncle. But food is scarce, and
they are treated |ike unwanted beggars, being given scraps only
after their uncle’s own children are fed. Since he cannot afford
coal, WIly studies every day at a snall cafe where an iron stove
bur ns. For two years, WIly and his brother eat oatmnmeal wth
dried fruit, day in and day out. After WIly passes his
exam nations in physics, chemstry, and biology with top honors,
he supports hinmself and his brother by tutoring other nedical
students. Though he is lonely and sex-starved, WIly resists the
attenpts by his relatives to marry himoff to unattractive, rich
Jewish girls who are intellectually inferior. Instead, he pursues
idealized relationships with several attractive nedical student
col | eagues, who reject himfor one reason or another, his |ack of
noney being a main concern.
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Al though he is initially uninpressed with his first exposure
to Freudian concepts and the peculiar, unnatural way sex is
di scussed in the student-run discussions on sex, WIIly soon
beconmes the |eader of the sexology sem nar. Hs work in the
sem nar conmes to the attention of Signund Freud, who invites him
to a neeting. WIly is inpressed with Freud s straightforwardness
and natural ness; he becones a devoted disciple. On the basis of a

brilliant paper he delivers to Freud s Viennese Psychoanal ytic
Society, WIlly is admtted to full nenbership while still an
undergraduate, a rare honor. As part of his training, he anal yzes
patients wth psychol ogical problens. During the course of

treating one pretty, well-built, eighteen-year-old patient (Annie
Pink), WIlly falls in love with her. Follow ng the conpletion of
her therapy, they court each other, timdly at first, then with
unrestrai ned passion. Late one night, Annie’'s parents catch Wlly
and her nmaking love in her room They confront WIly and force
himto marry her. Although they have no i medi ate plans to narry,
t he young | overs happily oblige. During the sunmer of 1922, they
set up house in a rented apartnent in Vienna, just as WIlly
graduates as a doctor of medicine.

Dr. Reich’s rise in the Viennese Psychoanal ytic Society is
nmeteoric. Wiile continuing to analyze patients, Reich regularly
contributes several papers to its journal, one entitled “On the
Energetics of Drives,” which |ays the foundation of a ubiquitous
life energy and Reich’s orgasmtheory. Reich |ongs to be anal yzed
by Freud hinself. Freud nearly makes an exception to his rule of

not anal yzing co-workers, due to the young analyst’s brilliance,
but ultimately he decides not to break this rule. Feel i ng
rejected, Reich is shunted into analysis with one of the other
clinicians. As a sign of his respect for Reich’s talent and

drive, Freud assigns Reich to a job as his first clinical
assistant at Freud' s Psychoanalytic Polyclinic in Vienna, a
position which, for the first tinme, brings Reich in touch wth
wor ki ng cl ass people and their problens. Now interested in the
social etiology of neurosis, Reich studies Marx and gets actively
i nvol ved in the Viennese socialist novenent. Reich wites several
articles that attenpt to reconcile Marx’s ideas of the fanmily as a
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formal unit that 1is dependent on continuous changing socio-
economc conditions wth Freud' s concepts of the dynanmc
psychol ogy of i ndi vi dual devel opment wthin the nuclear,
patriarchal famly unit. These papers |ead many of his coll eagues
to suspect Reich of displaying unacceptable radical tendencies.
Qopposition to Reich begins.

Annie conpletes her own nedical studies and becones a

practicing analyst. Reich’s  brother, Robert , dies of
tubercul osis, and a year later, Reich hinself contracts TB and
spends several nmonths at a sanitarium to recuperate. By 1928

WIlly and Annie Reich have two daughters, Eva and Lore. Reich is
pronoted to Director of the Sem nar for Psychoanal ytic Therapy at
Freud’s clinic, then Vice Director of the Cinic, now functioning
as Freud’ s right hand man.

On his return fromthe sanitarium Reich becones nore active
in the political work of the socialist party. He marches and
takes part in denonstrations, though these activities subject him
to danger and often bring himinto conflict with the police and
their violent counterneasures. He preaches for the need for
sexual hygiene clinics for the people, so that they can be
educated on sex in general and on birth control in particular.
Under the auspices of the socialist party, Reich, along with sone
supportive colleagues, sets up such clinics and provides sex
counseling to parents and adol escents, while also giving |lectures
to the general public on sex and related matters. As Reich
continues to evolve his theories linking sex wth politics,
tensions with his colleagues, even with his wife, begin to grow
Detractors spread runors that Reich is nentally wunstable;
supporters are attracted to his intensity and unusually high
energy.

In the m dst of grow ng controversy, Reich proceeds undaunted
to break new ground. He publishes The Function of the Orgasm,
whi ch delineates a theory of nental and physical health that is
based on the existence and flow through the body of an actua
bi ol ogi cal energy which Reich calls “orgone.” I n chanpi oni ng
Freud’ s original concept of |ibidinal energy, Reich shows that the
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repression of an individual’s natural, biological energy, |eads,
in every case, to physical or nental disease of one sort or
another. \While Freud says that libido is nmerely a netaphorica
construct he had enployed to communicate his philosophy, Reich
maintains that this biological energy is nuch nore than a
conceptual construct —it has an actual physical reality. Oher
anal ysts attack Reich’s attenpts to evolve Freud s early ideas on
the pleasure principle, thenselves preferring to “adjust” their
patients in accordance to the social realities of the day.

At the Viennese sex hygiene clinics, Reich delivers a paper
that is unacceptably critical of the Wrld League for Sex Reform
This incurs the wath of the socialist party |eadership, who
accuse Reich of wusing the sex hygiene clinics as a forum for
comuni st propaganda. Term nated by the socialists, and under
siege fromhis psychoanal ytic col | eagues, Reich decides to nove to
Berlin to undergo analysis with Dr. Sandor Rado. Before he noves,
t hough, he nmekes a visit to Russia to investigate their
experimental nurseries and child-care centers, as well as Russia’'s
reportedly liberal sexual |aws. He gives lectures on child
rearing that are well received, but he finds that the Russians
| ack basi c understanding in handling sexuality anmong children and
adol escent s. Wrse, the sexual paradise which the Bol shevik
propaganda had boasted about is being steadily eroded by Stalin
and his repressive edicts. Under Stalin’s directives, the soci al
reforns of the past decade are being underm ned, and even
noderately progressive legislation is being repealed in favor of
harsh | aws, such as maki ng honosexual ity a crimnal offense.

In 1930, Reich noves to Berlin and undergoes a short-lived
anal ysis, because Dr. Rado soon emigrates to the United States.
Rei ch beconmes intensely involved with the German communi st party,
and he presents a detailed plan to the central conmttee to start
a sex-political nass novenent. Reich's platformcalls for better
housi ng; abolition of all |aws against abortion, honosexuality,
and birth regulation; free birth control counseling; sex education
on a nmass scale; nurseries and sex-counseling facilities at all
| arge factories and businesses; reformof nmarriage | aws; and hone
| eave for prisoners. As a result of his proposal, the comunists
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set up sex hygiene clinics in the large industrial cities of
western Gernmany, where Reich often gives lectures on sexual
politics and on political psychol ogy. Attired as a nountain
clinber, with a knapsack full of medical supplies, Reich actively
partici pates in marches and denonstrations, despite the danger and
assaults by the police.

Rei ch’ s devotion to the conmuni st cause is so extrenme that he
insists on sending his two daughters to a comunist children's

center. Annie protests; Reich threatens separation; she
acqui esces. The power of his personality is inpossible to
wi t hst and. She conplains that only absolutes are possible for

him Things are either black or white; people are either for him
or against him Her disaffection with their marriage grows.

The communi st party | eadership, too, becone disaffected with
Reich’s enphasis on sex, claimng that it is diverting the
people’s attention from the class struggle. They withdraw his
books fromits bookstores and brand him a counter-revolutionary.
Joining them in opposing Reich’s publications are the Nazis.
Reich’s witings on The Sexual Struggle of Youth, Dialectical
Materialism and Psychoanalysis, and The Invasion of Compulsory
Morality, along with his other books and sex-political essays, are
renoved from public consunption

| medi ately after the Nazis take power in 1933, they begin
rounding up the opposition. Using the Reichstag fire as a
pretext, the Nazis arrest over 1,500 leftist intellectuals,
i ncluding many of Reich’s personal friends. They make a public
di spl ay of burning books they don’t want people to read. |ncluded
in the burning pile are the books and articles of WI hel m Reich.
Reich learns that he is on the Nazi’s list of undesirables; the
Gest apo have been authorized to find him and shoot him on sight.
Fearing for his life, he checks in at a hotel under a different
name. Hearing that the Nazis have been to his hone tw ce, Reich
abandons his lucrative practice in Berlin and flees to Vienna,
di sguised as a tourist on a skiing holiday. Anni e, unable and
unwi l ling to support Reich’s conmtnent to sex-political work any
| onger, soon dissolves their marriage, taking the children with
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her . Still subjected to increasing criticism by his
psychoanal ytic colleagues due to various personality and
phi | osophi cal di f f erences, Reich finds hinself unwel cone.
Al t hough his manuscript for Character Analysis is finished, the
director of the International Psychoanal ytic Press reneges on the
contract to publish the book because of the worsening politica
situation and Reich’s reputation as a radical. Though he is
al nrost penniless, Reich borrows noney and publishes the book
hi nsel f. Character Analysis presents Reich’s concept of body
arnmoring and the ways neuroses manifest thenmselves in the
nmuscul ature of a human bei ng as defenses agai nst the stream ng of
life energy throughout the body.

Al t hough the Vi ennese psychoanal ysts are hostile to Reich, a
group of analysts and trainees in Denmark urge himto join them
t here. Freud refuses to wite a letter in support of Reich's
Danish work permt, and the International Psychoanal ytic
Associ ation refuses to certify any training which Reich m ght give
in Denmark. Nonethel ess, Reich goes to Denmark in May 1933. El sa
Li ndenburg, a dancer with the Berlin State Opera and a nenber of
the same communi st cell to which Reich had been assigned, joins
himthere. They live together as man and wife in an open nmarri age
arrangenent .

In Denmark, Reich teaches, gives training classes, and does
t herapy while he conpl etes the manuscript for The Mass Psychology
of Fascism, which describes the body | anguage —the way of | ooki ng,
of standi ng, of speaki ng—certain character types have, as well as
the reasons for their propensity to be attracted to, and dom nat ed
by, authoritarian personalities like Adolf Hitler. | medi ately
after its publication in August 1933, the comunists, in their
fervent desire to signify their official condemation of his
psychol ogi zing of politics, expel Reich from their organization.
To them he is a “counter-revolutionary” for having pointed out
that communism in Germany has already lost out to fascism they
prefer to see Hitler's victories nerely as a tenporary setback in
their ongoing struggle. To Reich, an orphan wi thout a hone, the
expulsion is very painful. It signifies the end of his
affiliation with a revol uti onary soci al organi zati on that woul d be
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able to take advantage of his sex-political ideas. To avoid
further ostracism Reich goes to England, where he visits Ernest
Jones, president of the International Psychoanal ytic Associ ati on,
to | obby against also being expelled from the Association — an
action which Reich says he has heard is being contenplated. Reich
considers noving to London, but Jones discourages him since
England is still too puritanical to accept the concept of an open
marri age arrangenent, and neither Reich nor Elsa feel the need for
a piece of paper to sanctify their |ove.

Due to the support and encouragenent of his Dani sh students,
Reich in Septenber 1933 settles in Ml nb, Sweden, which is close
t o Copenhagen. Besides continuing his own research and training
his students, he gives therapy to A S. Neill, the founder of
Summer hil |, an experinmental school where children are reared in an
at nrosphere of freedom and happiness, unlike traditional schools
where children are conpelled to attend classes they' re not

interested in. By August 1934, Reich receives notice from the
I nt ernati onal Psychoanal ytic Associ ati on that he has been expel |l ed
from their organization. Not only are his fellow analysts

di sturbed by Reich’s continued work on his energetically based

sex-econom c views (which they perceive as a ngjor threat to the
now conventional Freudian orientation in favor of the reality
principle), but they are desperate to avert the hostility of the
Nazis. By canceling Reich’s union card, they hope to dissociate
t hensel ves from any taint of supporting his radical social ideas.
One of the analysts, Qtto Fenischel, turns especially vicious; he
pronmul gates runors that Reich had been institutionalized and is
presently insane, a slander which is to plague Reich throughout
the rest of his life.

Unable to extend his visa in Sweden, Reich is forced to nove
again, this time to Gslo, Norway. Elsa soon joins him No |onger
bound by all egiance to any organi zation or political party, Reich
realizes that it is tinme for the child that is the intellectua
of fspring of Freud s psychoanal ysis and Marx’s political sociol ogy
to strike out on its own. Summoni ng incredible strength and
energy, Reich spends the next three years building up his own
i ndependent organi zation fromthe ground up, with | oyal, dedi cated
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foll owers. Through the support of a few, courageous coll eagues,
the laboratory facilities of the University of GOslo are nade
avai lable to him At last he is able to pursue his scientific
research without crisis or disruption. To test his specul ative
beliefs that pleasure and anxiety constitute antithetica

reactions in a human body, Reich conducts experinments in bio-
el ectricity on couples in the act of making love. This leads to
the publication of The Biological Foundations of Pleasure and
Anxiety. He founds the Institute for Sex-Econom c Bio-research

where, he gives semnars in psychotherapy; he starts a journal to
publish his experinmental findings; and he does research in
bi ogenesis which leads to the discovery of elenental building
bl ocks of life that Reich calls “bions.” These nobile, pulsating
formse of mcroscopic matter exhibit properties of Iife, even
t hough they arise frominorganic material. He publishes The Sexual
Revolution, which provides a scathing critique of traditional
sexuality and a clear affirmation of the healthy genital inpulses
of children, adol escents, and adults. He’s in love with Elsa, and
she with him It’s a busy, productive, fulfilling tine.

But it doesn’t last. Although Reich deliberately naintains a
| ow profile and avoids doing anything which mght jeopardize his
standing with the Norwegian governnment, the press |earn about
Reich’s work in biogenesis and sensationalize it in a series of
articles. “CGod Reich Creates Life,” cries the National Enquirer-
type papers of the day. In late 1937, a virulent newspaper
canpai gn attacking Reich starts up. Hi s enem es consi st of people
who ordinarily not only have nothing in conmon, but who are
fundanmental |y opposed to each other. A Nazi synpathizer attacks
Reich’s work on the bions as rubbish and nonsense, while a Nazi
critic accuses Reich’s bio-electrical experinments as pornographic.
Al t hough they might differ in their political leanings to the left
or the right, they are opposed to Reich in their core self. Reich
even knows why they are opposed to him It’s due to their
arnoring, their inability to feel. But they won't listen to him
Soon the Norwegian Psychiatric Society joins in the attack,
criticizing Reich for his enphasis on the centrality of sex in the
devel opnent of neurosis, as well as condenmi ng hi mfor chanpi oning
the rights of children and adol escents to a free devel opnent of
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their sexual feelings. Rei ch counters by pointing out that

ant hr opol ogi st Broni sl aw Mal i nowski, in his book, The Sexual Life
of Savages, found that neurosis was unknown anong matriarcha
societies where the Ilove |ife of «children was free and
uni nhi bi t ed.

Providing rational responses in an irrational environment

does him no good, though. Wien Reich publishes The Bion
Experiments, all hell breaks | oose. It’s open season on the
i nfamous sex doctor who clainms to have found |ife anong ordinary
sand crystals. Spontaneous biogenesis? A universal life energy?
Nonsense, say his critics, many of whom are authorities in their
own fields. In over a hundred articles and letters, the press

attacks Reich as a quack, as a Jew sh pornographer, and as a nad
scienti st. Editors toss aside articles and letters supporting
Rei ch; they publish only the sensational, critical stories. Not
wanting to lower hinself to the level of nane-calling, Reich

refuses to join the controversy. He asks only that people
i nvestigate the experinents he had done and deci de for thensel ves
what the truth is. But no one takes him up on his challenge.

Caught in the mdst of a feeding frenzy, they all would rather
persist in the irrational attack on his character.

Though he renmains publicly al oof, Reich cannot hel p but take
out his anger anong those closest to him especially Elsa. The
newspaper snear canpai gn continues unabated for a solid year; it
destroys any chance for Reich to stay in Norway. Realizing that
there is no |onger any place in Europe where he can continue his
work in peace, Reich accepts an invitation fromthe New School for
Social Research in New York Gty for a position as an assistant
prof essor of nedical psychol ogy. By the end of the newspaper
canpaign, Reich’s relationship with Elsa deteriorates so badly
that she decides not to go with himto Anmerica. On August 19
1939 Reich sets sail for the United States. Two weeks later, the
Nazi s invade Poland. Wrld War Two begins.

In New York, Reich quickly gets busy. He lectures on the
bi ol ogi cal aspects of character formation at the New School,
treats patients, trains prospective therapists to do his
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i nnovative, body-oriented psychotherapy, and reassenbles his
| aboratory to continue the experinental work on bi ons he had begun
in Norway. Hi s ideas, his enthusiasm and his zest for life draws
people to him Students and professionals neet regularly at his
hone in Forest Hills for semnars. To be conplete, all he needs

is a fenale conpanion. In Cctober, he is introduced to Ilse
A lendorff, an office worker; on Christmas Day, Reich marries her
and enploys her as his |aboratory assistant. Eager to nmake a

cl ean break with his European past, he is no longer “WIly” to his
associ ates; he is now “Dr. Reich.”

Reich’s experiments with the bions Iead himto discover the
exi stence of a hitherto unknown energy. After studying its
properties, he concludes that this is the libidinal energy that
Freud had postul ated so | ong ago, this is the prinordial energy of
life itself, the energy that is involved not only in sexuality,

but in all other life processes. He finds further that this
energy exists both within living organisns in varying degrees of
intensity, as well as in the atnosphere. In 1940, Reich
constructs a device to accunulate this energy. It’s a six-sided

box big enough for a human to sit in, and it’s constructed of
alternating layers of organic materials (to attract the energy)
and netallic materials (to radiate the energy toward the center of
t he box). Reich finds that a living organism inside the box
absorbs this energy through the skin and through breathing, and
that it has a healthy effect on the blood and body tissue. Since
it has measurable effects on an organism and it evolved along a
process that directly evolves from his original research on the
orgasm Reich calls this energy “orgone.”

Hoping to secure the support of a great mainstream scientist
for his apparently nonentous discovery, he visits Al bert Einstein
and presents his findings. Though initially intrigued, Einstein
wites off Reich’'s discovery after the nobst cursory of
exam nations. The device is worthless, he says; the effects Reich
got are nerely subjective. |l se consoles Reich by telling him
that Einstein is too absorbed in his work on atom c energy to be
tenpted to follow an altogether new | ine of research. Like Freud
did earlier, another |eading thinker rejects Reich’s work as too

W hel m Rei ch story outline 11



radi cal and refuses to support him To Einstein, Reich was an
i nconsequential eccentric.

Reich is deeply disappointed by Einstein’ s rejection, but he
pushes on regardl ess. He has unshakable faith in hinmself and his
nmet hods. Throughout the early and md-forties Reich tests his
orgone accumulators on hunman beings and finds that it has a
remarkable ability to reduce and elimnate cancer tunors, hea
burns, alleviate arthritic pains, relieve heart pains, and, in
general, to charge up the body’s natural inmune system agai nst
di sease. Use of the accumul ator also reduces or elimnates the
patients’ reliance on prescription drugs. Knowing of the world' s
need for a cancer cure (as well his own personal need for
recognition), Reich concentrates on researching the cancer
problem He eventually discovers that cancer is a psychosomatic
di sease caused by the putrefaction of body cells which are starved
for life energy due to chronic sexual stasis and body arnoring
whi ch prevents the healthy fl ow and di scharge of enotional energy.
Essentially, Reich says, cancer patients are shrinking and
prematurely dying at the cellular level. He develops a blood test
to diagnose cancer from the exam nation of cells in the body’s
secretions {12 years before classical cancer research devel oped an
effective sputumtest, and 15 years before cervical snear tests!}.
He publishes The Cancer Biopathy to document his |aboratory work
and the path he took in the discovery of orgone energy, as well as
to describe the etiology, prevention, and treatnent of cancer.

Al t hough Reich maintains a clinical practice in New York, he
and Il se nove their base of operations to Rangel ey, Mai ne, where
Rei ch buys | and and establishes Orgonon, a | aboratory and research
center devoted to the study of orgone energy. Several devoted
foll owers acconpany him and work in the lab, nostly nedical
doctors, psychiatrists, scientists from various disciplines, and
assorted oddball types, who are attracted to his innovative ideas.
Reich and Il se have a son, Peter. While the nove to Orgonon gives
Reich the solitude and tranquillity he needs to do his work, it
al so insulates himfromthe scientific mainstream Daughter Eva,
now a medi cal doctor, joins her father and helps himin his work.
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Besi des doing research in orgone energy, Reich presents
sem nars and synposia on the techni ques of natural childbirth and

heal t hy chil dreari ng. He attacks the traditional childcare
practices of nodern hospitals who separate child from nother
i medi ately after birth. He discusses schizophrenia from the
perspective of a life energy vantage point. He decries the
tendency in nodern science toward fragnmentation and “nechanistic
thinking,” pointing out that, in nature, all things are in
constant interrelationship, and that Iliving things cannot be

studi ed apart fromthe |arger energy forces of the universe.

By 1947 Reich’s work with cancer patients cones to attention
of a nuckracking journalist (MIldred Brady) who visits Reich under
fal se pretenses and then publishes two damaging articles about
hi m Her first assault, entitled “The New Cult of Sex and
Anar chy” is published in Harper’s Magazine. A few weeks |ater
“The Strange Case of WI hel m Rei ch” appears in The New Republic, a
i beral periodical which, in a review of The Mass Psychology of
Fascism published at about the sane tinme, condemms Reich for

confusing liberals by leading them away from the political
st ruggl e. Brady’s articles are deftly witten conbinations of
truths, half-truths, and downright |ies which distort Reich’ s work
and sl ander his character. Brady inplies that Reich is running
some kind of a sex racket, and that the orgone accunul ators are
fraudul ent and ineffective. A chain reaction starts, and soon

ot her newspapers and professional journals are publishing simlar
articles attacking Reich, relying on Brady’s statenents as if they
were facts. Qher nedical and psychiatric organizations join the
chorus, including the fanobus Meninger Cinic, which reprints a
Brady article in full, as if it were a scientific paper. Wthin
two nonths, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is alerted to
the “Reich problenf and sends an agent, Charles Wod, to
i nvesti gate.

Unabl e to understand the chain of thought Reich followed in
devel oping his work, agent Wod arrives at Orgonon with his mnd

al ready made up. He tells the groundskeeper that Reich's
accurmul ator is fake and that Reich may likely go to jail for
fooling the public. He’s here to investigate this sexy racket
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mxed up with a strange box that is supposed to cure cancer.

Rei ch greets FDA agent Wod cordially and takes himto the site
where the accumulators are constructed. Wod neets dista
Tenpl eton, the daughter of the man Reich hired to construct the
accurul ators. After her father’s death, Cista took over the job.
Agent Wod falls in love with Cista, marries her three nonths
|ater, and she becones his chief spy in Ogonon, providing him
with crucial information for the FDA' s investigation. Based on
agent Wod' s prelimnary investigation, his boss, R M Warton

concludes that a fraud of the first nagnitude is being perpetrated
and the FDA nmust now take careful steps to capture and bring to
justice this wily Dr. Reich. Wth the help of his new w fe, agent
Wod zeal ously proceeds to gather all the necessary information to
put Reich permanently out of business.

In between the assaults and raids by the FDA and the ongoi ng
snear canpaign in the Anerican press, Reich continues on with his
work as best he can, teaching, training, witing, doing research

on the new science he calls “orgonony.” He publishes Listen,
Little Man, a forceful, and often belligerent, diatribe about the
enotional arnoring of the average person. He suffers severa

bl ackouts due to coughing spasnms brought on by his excessive
snoking habit. Wth the guidance of his attorney, Peter MIIls, he
i ncorporates the WI hel m Reich Foundati on. He publishes Ether,
God, and Devil which describes his method of functional thinking
and reveals the | ogical process that led himto discover orgone
ener gy. He devel ops and denonstrates a notor which runs on no
known power other than orgone energy, but the engineer who
assisted him nysteriously disappears with it. And he publishes
Cosmic Superimposition, which presents an understandi ng of how nman
is rooted in nature, and by nere thinking, how we can cone to know
what nature is, and how it works.

Preoccupied that the Korean War could lead to a gl obal
nucl ear conflict, Reich decides to find out if orgone energy,
whi ch has properties antithetical to atom c energy, can sonmehow be
used as an antidote to nuclear radiation. He acquires sone
radi oactive isotopes fromthe Atom c Energy Comm ssion and pl aces
them inside an accunmulator, thinking that the accunulator wil
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neutralize the effects of the atom c radiation. What he finds
startles him After only five hours in the accunulator, the
needles on the Geiger-Miller counters jam at their highest

readings, indicating energy is being radiated faster than the
nmeters can measure. The air in the room containing the
accurrul ator is highly charged and oppressive. Rei ch concl udes
that, instead of orgone energy neutralizing nuclear energy,

nucl ear energy is altering orgone energy into another form
Fascinated with the unexpected results, Reich decides to continue
with the experinent, despite signs of radiation sickness from
several co-workers. The |l onger the Oranur (ORgone ANti NuUcl ear
Research) experinment continues, the nore people get sick. Soon

the environnment around Rangel ey becones bleak, still, listless.
Om nous bl ack clouds form Animals are lethargic. The air feels
suf f ocat i ng. The sky loses its sparkle. He dubs this effect

“DOR’, for Deadly ORgone energy.

Enough i s enough, says Reich, and he realizes he nust correct
t his dangerous situation. He constructs a device with |ong netal
pi pes at one end that are connected to cables flowing into a deep
wel |l at the other. It resenbles a tank turret and works like a
lightning rod. He points the device at the deadly | ooking clouds
and di ssipates them alleviating the oppression in the atnosphere.
Over the next few years, Reich constructs nore of these “cloud-
busters” and he wuses them to nake rain for the farners of

Rangel ey, Mai ne, as well as for experinents in weather
nodi fication and pollution control. During a series of rain-
maki ng experinents in the Arizona desert, Reich creates so much
rain one day that airplanes are unable to |Iand. On anot her

occasion, Reich diverts hurricane Edna from hitting New York and
Boston, causing a Boston radio announcer to remark about the
mracle that saved New York and New Engl and.

In 1953 Rei ch publishes The Murder of Christ, which, in blunt
terms, discusses the Enotional Plague, Reich’s term for the
uni versal scourge that affects mankind, causing it to destroy
truth and | ove whenever and wherever it appears. Meanwhile, as if
to prove Reich’s point, the FDA, aided and abetted by the Anerican
Psychoanal ytic Association, noves ahead in its nmission to nai
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Reich to a cross of their own design. They harass Reich by every
means  possi bl e, sending agents to Orgonon, openly and
cl andestinely, to acquire whatever information they can. Rei ch
considers hinmself to be at war. Recalling his early days in the
Austrian army, Reich begins packing a pistol. He has chains put
up around the property to keep out the FDA investigators. Wth
the Cold War in full swing and the spy gane in full gear, Reich
fears that the FDA agents nmay be Communi st spies trying to stea
his secrets. A fervent anti-Conmunist, Reich wites letters to
Presi dent Ei senhower to keep himinformed of his devel opnents in
cl oud-busting and its potential for peaceful use of atom c energy;
when Ei senhower gives a speech using a phrase Reich enployed in
one of his letters (“atons for peace”), Reich interprets it as a
coded nmessage neaning that the President is aware of Reich’s work
and secretly supports it.

By 1954 the FDA figures it has its case together, so it
i ssues a conplaint for an injunction against Reich, charging that
he has violated the Food, Drug, and Cosnetic Act by delivering
m sbranded and adulterated devices in interstate commerce and by
maki ng fal se and m sl eadi ng cl ai ns. The conpl aint alleges that
the orgone accumulators are part of an ingenious noney-naking
schenme hatched by Reich and that they are incapable of having any
t herapeutic effect, since, in their view, “orgone energy does not
exist.” In the FDA conplaint, nearly all of Reich s publications
—+ncluding many of them witten vyears before the orgone
accurrul ator even existed— are described as “labeling” for the
accurul at or. In yet another interesting twist of fate, the
conplaint is signed by Peter MIls, Reich’s forner attorney, now a
U S Attorney for the State of Maine.

At first, Reich is deeply offended and enraged by the
conpl aint, considering how inaccurate and distorted it is. 1In a
state of shock, he doesn’t know how to respond. What galls himis
that the conpl aint does not bother to nention any of the hard work
Reich did synthesizing nmjor concepts of Wstern intellectual
history for the health and betternment of nmankind; all it does is
reduce himto a quack, a charlatan, and a swindler. Once he cal ns
down, though, Reich considers his options. One, he can marsha
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all his evidence in support of the efficacy of the accunul ator and
fight the injunction on factual, scientific grounds; two, he can
succunb to the FDA's pressure, wthdraw the orgone accunul ator
and continue on with the other branches of his work; or three, he
can fight the legality of the injunction on constitutional
grounds.

Rei ch adamant|y deci des against the first option. \Wile he
knows he can substantiate his clains and he is fully prepared to
denonstrate his findings to his scientific peers, he does not
think a court of lawis the proper venue to adjudicate matters of
science. Legal technicalities mght wave his evidence aside, or
| aymen mght not be able to follow the | ogic of his science.

Reich rejects the second option, because it means denyi ng the
benefits of the accunulator to those patients who are already
using it. It would also signify a tactical defeat in the face of
t he eneny, whom he thinks are forces of anti-life.

Rat her than directly inplenent the third option, Reich elects
not to appear in court to contest the injunction, but to wite a
letter to the judge explaining why it is inappropriate for him as
a natural scientist, to submt his scientific findings to a court
of law. He decl ares that man-nmade | aws cannot take precedence over
natural |aws of the universe, which he, in studying orgone energy,
is engaged in and should not be interfered wth. The judge
interprets this naive response as a technical default and i ssues a
sweeping injunction that not only orders that all accumulators
rented or owned by Reich and those working in concert with himbe
destroyed, but it also requires that all labeling referring to
orgone energy be |ikew se destroyed. Besides giving the FDA the
license to burn Reich’s books and journals, the injunction
“perpetually enjoins and restrains Reich from naking any
statenents or representations pertaining to the existence of
orgone energy,” a restriction that is not in accordance with the

Constitution of the United States. | medi ately after their
victory, the FDA issues a press release and sends out thank you
letters to those institutions, |like the American Psychiatric

Associ ati on, who have hel ped the governnent rein Reich in.
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A group of medi cal orgonom sts (doctors who practice Reichian
t herapy, using the orgone accunul ators) protest the injunction,
claimng that it interferes with their nedical practice, as well
as their freedom to publish and obtain scientific literature.
Amazed that anyone would intervene on Reich’s behalf, the judge
al l ows the orgonom sts to continue to use the accumnul ators because

they are not naned in the injunction. Due to a technicality,
they are free to use the devices which Reich had devel oped, but he
is forbidden. It is clear to Reich and to those around him that
the intent of the injunction is, once and for all, to get Reich
out of the picture. Under extrenme pressure, Reich’s nmental health
appears to deteriorate. More and nore he sees hinself as the

victim of a Communi st conspiracy that he thinks is designed to
take control of his discoveries in cosmc energy though clever
mani pul ati ons of the American |egal system Fearing honel essness
once again, he takes his rage out on those nearest and dearest.
Slowy, many of the people around Reich —ncluding his w fe—out
of cowardice or enlightened self-interest, begin to slip away,
leaving himto face the wath of the governnent authorities al one.

Reich <considers the injunction nerely an unenforceable
nui sance, and he chooses to give it only mninmal conpliance.
much greater urgency in his mnd is the need to reverse the DOR
(deadly orgone energy) process in the world s atnosphere that is
being triggered by the nuclear testing. In an experinent to
reverse the desert-form ng side effects of this DOR process, Reich
packs up his cloudbuster and heads for the Arizona desert, wth
his el even-year old son, Peter, and a few co-workers. There he
brings rain to the desert and nakes grass sprout in an area of
Tucson where the local inhabitants swear grass had never grown
before. By Decenber 1954, the grass is twelve inches high.

Wile Reich is in Arizona, Dr . M chael Silvert, a
psychi atri st whom Reich had put in charge of affairs at O gonon
ships —at his own discretion—a | arge truckl oad of accunulators to
New York City. Early in 1955 the FDA decides to check up on Reich
to see what, if anything, Reich has been doing to conply with the
terms of the injunction. After several cops-and-robbers attenpts

W hel m Rei ch story outline 18



to inspect Reich's property, the FDA learns that, in fact, very

little is being done. Books are still being sold; orgone
accurrul ators are still being transported across state |ines; Reich
is still conducting experinents in weather nodification. They

accuse Reich (and Silvert) of contenpt, and, after jailing him
drag Reich into court to stand trial.

The only issue which the court cares to hear about now is
whet her or not Reich, who acts as his own attorney, had conplied
with the injunction. Reich’s belated attenpts to discuss the
val ue of his scientific work are dism ssed out of hand, as are his
conplaints that the injunction was unfair and unconstitutional
Reich is sentenced to two years in prison. His appeals, all the
way to the Suprene Court, fail, and he is adnmtted to Danbury
prison in Connecticut, where he is pronptly diagnosed as paranoid
and transferred to Lewi sburg Penitentiary in Pennsylvania, where
t hey have psychiatric facilities. (Silvert is sentenced to one
year, and, shortly after conpleting his term he comrts suicide.)
Al though the Anerican G vil Liberties Union protests, the FDA
sends its agents to Orgonon and they systematically destroy all
t he orgone accunul ators and burn Reich’s books. Soon after, they
burn the accunul ators and books at Silvert’s address in New York
Gty.

VWhile in prison, Reich sustains hinself with the belief that
he has been put there for protection from enemes who would Kkill
him if they could get to him He sets up a pendulumin his cel
and continues his experinments on negative gravity, and he resunes
work on the formulas for the orgonom c equations that conprise a
unifying functioning principle simlar to the field theory

Ei nstein had been working on nost of his life. Convi nced that
Presi dent Ei senhower woul d i ntervene on his behalf, he applies for
a presidential pardon. But none cones. H s son, Peter, now

thirteen, visits him Reich tells himthat he had | ost his nother
at Peter’s age, that his father died fromgrief while he was only
sixteen, and his life was over-turned by the turnmoil of a world
war, yet he still managed to acconplish great things. Even being
imprisoned in America on the basis of an unconstitutional order
was a kind of an honor. They cry together. Two days before his
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parol e hearing, on Novenber 3rd, 1957, Reich is found dead in his
cell. Heart failure, say the prison officials. Hs |ast
manuscri pt, Creation, di sappears.

On the grounds of Orgonon, Reich is buried in a sinple tonb
mar ked by a bust of his head that overlooks the lake, as his
famly and followers gather to pay their last respects. Reich’s
voice is heard reading an excerpt of his last will and testanent
whi ch provides that his archives shall be sealed away and that its
contents not be nade public for fifty years, in the hopes that a
different generation mght be able to respond to his discoveries
Wi thout resorting to judicial murder. He dedicates his work {as
we dedicate this filn} to “The Children of the Future.”
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